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Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has increasing global significance 

Note: LAC includes all Latin America and Caribbean countries (LCN country code in 
WDI)

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators

Note: LAC includes all Latin America and Caribbean countries (LCN country 
code); Sub-Saharan Africa corresponds to all countries (SSF country code)

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators

Why? 
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OECD-LAC longstanding cooperation is a success story for the Organisation’s 
leading the way in participation and adherence to legal instruments

Note: OECD Regional Programmes engage with a different number of partner 
economies and were all established at different times.

Source: OECD Global Relations Partnerships Database, February 2025

Note: OECD Regional Programmes engage with a different number of partner 
economies and were all established at different times.

Source: OECD Directorate for Legal Affairs data (as of 17 April 2025)
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LAC is gaining relevance within the OECD. LAC accession countries would 
increase 5% OECD’s aggregate GDP and raise its total population by 21%.

Note: Estimates using 2023 figures

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators

OECD Aggregate Gross Domestic Product
%,  estimated additional contributions from current accession 

countries

OECD Total Population
%, estimated additional contributions from current accession 

countries

Note: Estimates using 2023 figures

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators
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Brazil, +3.36%
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Argentina, +1.00%

Thailand, +0.80%
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Romania, +0.54%
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Croatia, +0.13%

OECD (38), 100.00%
US$ 69 Trillion

Current LAC4 4%

Accession LAC3 +5%
Current LAC4 
15%

Accession LAC3 +21%
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The OECD Strategic Framework for LAC aims to 
maximise the value, impact, and complementarity of OECD work in the 

region, contributing to solutions to the region’s longstanding challenges, 
as reflected by the four pillars of the LACRP: 

while leveraging new opportunities 
and finding solutions to emerging common challenges

What:
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How: 

• Reinforcing the interaction and complementarity between the Organisation’s global 
relations tools, in its bilateral, regional, and multilateral approaches; 

• Ensuring regular, high-level dialogue with the region, fostering continuous and structured 
communication with leaders, the private sector, trade unions, civil society, 
parliamentarians, think-tanks, and academia, through the design and implementation of an 
effective communications strategy;

• Consistently improving OECD knowledge and understanding of the specific challenges of 
individual countries, sub-regions, and the region, widening the regional coverage of key 
indicators, to ensure the relevance of OECD recommendations and tailor-made 
approaches; 

• Assisting the region’s efforts to enhance institutional capacity for reform and the 
implementation of OECD standards and best practices considering, in particular, the 
situation of small islands and developing states in the region;

• Enhancing the support to regional integration processes and mechanisms and the 
contribution to regional summits including technical support to host and participating 
countries. 
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Principles:

• Partnership of equals and regional ownership: Underpin all initiatives with dialogue, bringing 
LAC countries views, experiences and perspectives into OECD economic and policy 
research.  

• Agility and pragmatism: Adopt flexible, adaptable approaches, leveraging existing platforms.

• Impact and results oriented: Focus on achieving tangible, impactful outcomes, effectively 
supporting the region achieve its development goals and meet their own commitments to 
achieve the SDGs.

• Transparency and inclusiveness: Ensure openness by promoting engagement with countries 
and stakeholders in the region.

• Whole-of-OECD: Strengthen engagement across all OECD’s expert communities and 
cooperate with members in the region to enhance impact. 

• Multilateralism: Leverage synergies with other international organisations, and the OECD´s 
global relevance and active participation in multilateral organisations such as the UN and 
WTO, and international fora such as APEC, G7, G20 to enhance LAC’s capacity to contribute 
to the solution of the world’s most pressing challenges.
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Regional
• LAC Regional Programme
• Ministerial Summits and Forum
• Flagship Publications
• Regional Policy Networks
• Development Co-operation Dialogue

Institutional
• High Level Interlocution
• Funding
• Language
• BIAC, TUAC, Youthwise, 

Parliamentarians

Cross-regional synergies
• With other regions and regional programmes

Footprint
• LAC Centre
• Thematic Centres

Multilateral
• Regional processes/Summits 

(Americas, Ibero, EU-CELAC)
• UN-Global processes 
• Ios co-operation and Partners 

Meeting
• Integration Mechanisms (Pacific 

Alliance, Mercosur, etc…)

Bilateral
• Accession 
• Country Programmes
• MoUs
• Instruments
• Partnerships

An implementation plan will be developed in consultation and co-
operation with partners in the region, along the following dimensions:  

What’s next?
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Multilateral

Institutional

Regional

Footprint
Cross-regional synergies

OECD Members           Key Partners             Country Programmes           Candidates for OECD membership            Country-specific Approaches           Regional Programmes

Bilateral

LAC Countries

This map is provided for illustration purposes. Any colours/frontiers shown thereon are without prejudice to the status of, or sovereignty over, 
any territory, to the delimination of international frontiers and boundaries, and to the name of any territory, city or area.
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For more information about OECD LAC cooperation 
please visit oe.cd/lac
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OECD Global Relations and Cooperation Directorate
Latin America and the Caribbean Division

OECD Centre for Latin America and the Caribbean
Mexico City

You will also find there 
the new brochure:

https://www.oecd.org/en/regions/latin-america-and-the-caribbean.html


Instructions to shape a paper globe*:For better a better result, with a ruler, fold along the dotted lines upwards and downwards to get all 
the triangles; Cut all the perimeter and along the white dashed lines; With a glue, stick together the following combinations: Footprint in the 
region below North America, Bilateral engagements below the Pacific Ocean, Multilateral Cooperation below the Indic Ocean, Social 
Inclusion and Governance below the South and North Atlantic Ocean respectively, Environmental Sustainability and Productivity below 
Africa; Cross regional synergies below the North Pacific Ocean; Institutional arrangements and the OECD LAC Strategic Framework 
ideogram, all together go below the South Pacific Ocean, the Antarctica and the Patagonia. Finally, the half triangle left goes below the half 
triangle of the Antarctica and the small blue eyelash fits all together. Good luck and recall that it is fragile, take good care of it!

Bilateral 
engagements

Multilateral
Cooperation

OECD Footprint
In the region

Cross regional
synergies

Institutional 
arrangements

OECD Strategic Framework for 

Latin America & the Caribbean

*The Dymaxion map projection or Fuller projection is known for representing the entire Earth in its right proportions in a 20 sides polyhedron (icosahedron)

This map is provided for illustration purposes. Any colours/frontiers shown thereon are without prejudice to the status of, or sovereignty over, any territory, to the delimination of international frontiers and boundaries, and to the name of any territory, city or area.

We count on you to help us shape it: 
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